
District Conference, “Where peace and justicemeet,” Oct 4-6th

District Conference for the Pacific Northwest District Church of the Brethren is approaching!
Conference will begin Friday, October 4th at 4pm and conclude Sunday, October 6th at 11am. This
year’s conference will be a hybrid conference, with District members gathering both online and
in-person. The in-person conference will be held at Camp Koinonia in Cle Elum, Washington
(https://campkoinonia.org/). Camp Koinonia, one of the Pacific Northwest District’s camps, is nestled
in beautiful wooded nature, providing an enriching environment for our spiritual, community, and
church-business discussions and activities.

District Conference is an opportunity for District members to come together to reflect on the past
year of District life as well as discern together the future for our collection of congregations.
Additionally, there will be programs and activities to foster spiritual exploration and nurture our
community connections.

The theme for this year’s conference will be “Where peace and justice meet,” drawn from Jeremiah
22:3, which reads “This is what the Lord says: Do what is just and right. Rescue from the hand of the
oppressor the one who has been robbed. Do no wrong or violence to the foreigner, the fatherless or
the widow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place.”
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Together, we will explore questions about the intersection of peace and justice. Our world today is in
deep need of peace and justice—what does it look like for us to work towards both in harmony? How
can our peacemaking roots nourish our work for social justice? District Conference will conclude with
a Sunday morning worship service, at which Dana Cassell will preach on these themes. Dana’s
writings can be read at https://danacassell.substack.com.

Registration for online participation is free. For in-person attendance at Camp Koinonia, standard
registration costs are $175 per person, which covers overnight lodging and meals (Friday dinner
through Sunday breakfast). Customized registration options, such as departing Saturday evening or
only meals without overnight lodging, can be created at request—please email pnwdcob@gmail.com if
you require a custom registration option!

Scholarship options are also available for all to use as needed—no qualifications or approval
necessary. Our district makes these scholarship options freely available to help ensure that financial
concerns are not a barrier to participation. On the registration page, you will find discount code
options for a 50% discount scholarship and 100% discount scholarship. There is also a donation
option for those who would like to donate funds to financially support this scholarship program.

Registration for District Conference is open now at: districtconference2024.eventbrite.com

If you have any questions about this year's District Conference, please don't hesitate to reach out!
Questions can be directed to Daniel Klayton at pnwdcob@gmail.com

Living Stream gathering at Annual Conference

At July’s Annual Conference,
Living Stream Church of the
Brethren hosted a gathering
of congregation members
open to other District
attendees as well.

Annual Conference provides a
great opportunity for
members of this online
church to gather in fellowship
in-person!
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Call for nominations for District

leadership positions

With District Conference approaching, the
District Board is seeking candidates for
District leadership positions. Nominations are
welcome from across our District community,
and there are a variety of open positions this
year. These include:

District Moderator (2-year term)
The District Moderator leads our District
body through each year’s District
Conference, helping with conference
planning and facilitation during the
conference itself. In particular, the District
Moderator moderates the business
sessions of District Conference. The
District Moderator is also a member of the
District Board.

District Board Chair (2-year term)
The District Board Chair leads the District
Board in its work throughout the year. This
includes guiding the priorities and
discernments of the Board, as well as
leading each Board meeting (which tend to
occur about once every two months).

Recording Secretary (3-year term)
The District’s Recording Secretary is
responsible for recording the minutes of
District Conference as well as District
Board meetings. The Recording Secretary
is also themself a member of the District
Board.

Ministry Team chair (2-year term)
The Ministry Team chair leads the work of
the District Ministry Team, a continuing
committee of the District. The Ministry

Team is responsible for supporting
individuals through the identification and
credentialing process of ministry, conflict
mediation, and supporting Area Ministers.
The Ministry Team chair may also call
together teams to oversee particular
tasks, such as periodic ordination reviews.
The Ministry Team chair is not a formal
member of the District Board, but works
closely with the District Board in
overseeing Ministry Team functions.

District Executive team member
(unspecified term length)
Our current model of District leadership
entails a team of three individuals working
together to accomplish the work that, in
the past, a single District Executive was
responsible for. Together, the District
Executive team works to guide, counsel,
and encourage district and local church
workers in the development of needed
church programs. The team also
coordinates with denominational bodies as
representatives of the District. Members of
the District Executive team are also
District Board members.

All of these positions are open to members
of any of our District churches. If you are
interested in learning more about or
potentially serving in any of these leadership
capacities, please email pnwdcob@gmail.com
to connect with District Board members for
discernment and discussion together!
Likewise, if you would like to suggest
someone you know for any of these
positions, please email us with their name
and contact information so that members of
our District Board can reach out!
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District-wide prayer gatherings on Zoom, first Thursdays

Our District-wide prayer gatherings on Zoom
continue each month, with a temporarily
modified schedule. Our prayer gatherings are
currently held the first Thursday of each
month, with plans to return to our prior
schedule of first and third Thursdays
beginning in October. District prayer
gatherings always begin at 7pm Pacific time,
and tend to be about 45 minutes.

These gatherings are not only a time to
settle into prayer midweek, but also an
opportunity to build connections with fellow
Church of the Brethren congregation
members across our Washington, Oregon,
and online churches. With our wide
geographical spread—not just in the Pacific
Northwest but across the globe through
Living Stream Church of the Brethren—it
might sometimes feel difficult to build and
foster connections with members of other
congregations. These online prayer
gatherings are a perfect option to do so.

Whether you’ve joined for a District prayer
gathering before or haven’t yet had the
chance to do so, your presence is more than
welcome! Keep an eye out for an
announcement email before each gathering.
You can also stay abreast of when these
gatherings occur—and find the Zoom link to
join—through the “Events” section of the
District website,
www.cobpacificnorthwest.org

Church of the Brethren seeking nominations for denominational leadership

Our District is not the only church body seeking nominations for leadership positions! There are a
number of denominational leadership opportunities that currently have an open call for nominations.
While some positions are geographically defined, most are open to nominees from all across the
Church of the Brethren, offering great opportunities for our District voices to be present in
denominational leadership. Positions that are open to nominations from our District include:

● Moderator-elect (one person, 3-year term)
● Annual Conference Program & Arrangements Committee (one person, 3-year term)
● Review and Evaluation Committee (five persons, 2-4 year term)
● Pastoral Compensation and Benefits Advisory Committee - Laity (one person, 5-year term)

Nominations will be gathered from July until December, and then the Nominating Committee and
Standing Committee work to select two nominees per position. These two nominees are then
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presented on the ballot at Annual Conference. Our denomination continues to seek diversity and
balance in leadership across such demographic lines as gender, age, geography, theology, and more,
and so a wide diversity of nominations are encouraged.

Nominations can be submitted online by following the “Nominations” link at www.brethren.org/ac.
Paper nomination forms can also be requested by calling 847-429-4364 or 800-323-8039 and
selecting “Annual Conference Office” from the phone menu.

Nominations must be submitted by December 4th, 2024.

Pacific Northwest District at Song and Story Fest

After July’s Annual Conference, folks from
across the denomination gathered in
Michigan at Camp Brethren Heights for this
year’s Song and Story Fest, joining in
intergenerational activities and worship,
music-making and story-sharing, and a
whole lot of fun.

This year’s Song and Story Fest was
centered around the theme of “Exploring the
Heights and Depths of Community.” This
year’s gathering in Michigan brought
together folks from across our Pacific
Northwest District!
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